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Rashid Darden is an award-winning novelist, poet, educator, nonprofit executive, and Quaker
minister whose life and work reflect an enduring commitment to scholarship, leadership, service,
and the advancement of human dignity. A native of Washington, DC, and a graduate of
Georgetown University, he resides in Conway, North Carolina, where he advocates for stronger
communities, meaningful civic engagement, and radical inclusion.

Throughout his career, Darden has championed the belief that institutions exist to serve people and
that leadership carries a responsibility to create opportunities for others. His professional experience
spans education, nonprofit administration, communications, organizational development, and public
ministry. As Associate Secretary for Communications and Outreach at Friends General Conference,
he provides strategic leadership for initiatives that strengthen religious communities, cultivate
belonging, and connect individuals with opportunities for spiritual growth and service.

Fraternalism has been a defining expression of Darden's commitment to service. A member of
Alpha Phi Omega National Service Fraternity since 1999, he has held numerous national, regional,
and local leadership positions, including National Alumni Relations Program Chairman, National
Vice-Chairman of Alumni Relations and Internal Volunteer Development, and founding president
of the District of Columbia Alumni Association. His contributions have strengthened alumni
engagement, preserved institutional history, and expanded opportunities for participation. He
currently serves as National Alumni Relations Program Deputy Chairman.

Initiated into Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., in 2003, Darden has served as founding chairman of
its National Arts & Humanities Advisory Council, Director of Alpha University for the Eastern
Region, and North Carolina District Historian. His service reflects a conviction that brotherhood
must extend beyond ceremonial traditions to encompass mentorship, intellectual development,
social responsibility, and meaningful community impact.

Darden has also held national leadership positions within Gamma Xi Phi Professional Arts
Fraternity, including National President and National Executive Director. Across his fraternal
affiliations, he has consistently promoted educational programming, cultural enrichment,
organizational accountability, and opportunities for individuals to contribute their talents to the
common good.

An accomplished literary artist, Darden received First Prize in Literary Fiction in the 2025 North
Street Book Prize for his novel A Peculiar Legacy. His extensive body of fiction and poetry explores
identity, spirituality, history, belonging, and the complexities of human relationships. Through his
writing, public speaking, and educational programming, he encourages audiences to examine
inherited assumptions and imagine more equitable possibilities.

Central to Darden's philosophy is the conviction that healthy communities are built through shared
responsibility rather than dependence upon a select few. He believes every person possesses gifts
that can strengthen their neighbors, that compassion must be expressed through practical action,
and that lasting progress requires residents to become active participants in shaping their collective



future. His vision emphasizes mutual aid, educational opportunity, economic vitality, accessibility,
and the dignity of every individual.

Whether through literature, ministry, fraternal leadership, or civic engagement, Darden seeks to
transform ideals into institutions, relationships, and opportunities that endure. His guiding
conviction is that service achieves its highest purpose when it empowers others to lead, contribute,
and flourish.



