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Rashid Darden is an award-winning novelist, poet, educator, nonprofit executive, and Quaker
minister. His writing draws upon his experiences as a Black gay man, his spiritual convictions, and
his lifelong interest in the ways people form communities and understand themselves within them.
His work ranges from contemporary fiction to speculative literature, often examining lives and
relationships overlooked by the literary mainstream.

Born and raised in Washington, DC, Darden graduated from Georgetown University in 2001 with a
Bachelor of Arts in English. Before graduating, he studied at De Montfort University in Leicester,
England, through its Shakespeare Text and Performance program. He subsequently pursued
graduate studies in creative writing at American University. His literary education introduced him to
traditions that continue to influence his approach to storytelling, particularly his interest in
characterization and the dramatic possibilities of language.

Darden began his career as a novelist with Lagarus, the first book in his Pofomac University trilogy.
Together with Covenant and Epiphany, the series follows the lives of young Black men negotiating
friendship, sexuality, and adulthood within the setting of a fictional university. His later novels
include Yours in the Bond, Birth of a Dark Nation, and Children of Fury. His fiction frequently considers
how individuals respond to the expectations of families, institutions, and the communities to which
they belong.

In 2025, his novel A Peculiar I egacy won First Prize in Literary Fiction in the North Street Book Prize
competition. Five years earlier, Children of Fury received an Honorable Mention in Genre Fiction in
the same competition. These honors recognize a body of work developed largely outside traditional
publishing, through Darden's longstanding commitment to independent authorship.

Darden is also the author of The Testaments: 1995—2025, an eight-volume poetry collection
encompassing thirty years of his writing. Beginning with poems composed in his adolescence, the
collection traces his development as a poet through successive periods of his life. Its volumes—7T%e
Life and Death of Savion Cortez, Let Me Sleep Beside You, What the Deal?, Probate, Black 1.ight Fandango,
Ra's Not Dead, Such a Night as This, and I Am Him—offer a substantial record of one writet's evolving
relationship with himself and the world around him.

His work has also extended to the stage. In 2017, Darden was recognized in the OutWrite DC and
Prometheus Theatre one-page play competition. He has taught English and social studies, including
adult learners pursuing their high school equivalency credentials. As an English teacher, he
encouraged students to discover the pleasure of writing and to recognize that their own experiences
were worthy subjects for creative expression. He continues that commitment through literary
workshops and public speaking.

Outside his literary career, Darden has devoted much of his professional life to nonprofit leadership
and religious service. A Quaker minister, he has spoken and written about the relationship between
inward spiritual experience and outward responsibility. His advocacy for radical inclusion also



informs his literary interests, particularly his concern for people whose lives are too often defined by
others.

Darden lives in Conway, North Carolina, where he continues to write and publish independently.
For him, literature remains both a creative vocation and a way of making sense of the human
experience.



